138                      Syed Ahmed Khan.

posed to himself the great task of making Moham-
medans change, not their dogmas, but their policy, so
that independence of mind and political liberation
should no longer be accounted as symptoms of hetero-
doxy." These articles, which were continued for nine
years, effected a wonderfully wholesome change in
Mohammedan ideas throughout India, brought them
more in accord with their rulers; and his services in
this direction are politically more valuable than his
personal services during the Mutiny. The opposition
which he met with was brought out very clearly and
forcibly in an able article written in 1878 by Mr. John
Macdonald in " Pillars of the Empire." The priests at
Mecca denounced him as a renegade,, as a " lieutenant
of the Evil One," and hoped that " God would destroy
him," and " that he would be severely chastised."
One of them wrote that " he should be brought to his
senses by beating, imprisonment, and the like !" Many
Mohammedans actually believed that Syed Ahmed was
the Antichrist, and debates were held as to whether he
were the real one or one of the lesser ones !

At the great horse and cattle fair held at Batesir, in
the Agra district, last November, I met a very intelli-
gent Mohammedan, who had resigned a lucrative post
to become a Mohammedan missionary. In the course
of a conversation with him, I happened to mention
Syed Ahmed's name, and he at once burst out with,
" That man is an atheist; he has done more harm than
any one else to our religion, and I look upon his tenets
with abhorrence! " On my telling him that I was
Syed Ahmed's most intimate friend, and that I thought
he was very much mistaken about his being an atheist,
he seemed rather astonished, and after some further
conversation took his leave, evidently quite convinced